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INTHECLATMS : 

Please Jtnd below a listing of all of the pending claims. The statuses of the claims ate 
set forth in parentheses. 

L (Currently Amended) A streaming media server for providing media content in a 
plurality of media streams comprising: 

a cue generator for receiving an event detected signal and configuration information 
and based thereon for generating a private cue having a predefined structure, wherein the 
nnyate cue is configured to be used by a stream processing application (SPA) of onlvLspecific 
affiliates to receive information concerning an event associated with the media content and, 
whcrdn_thcjpriyatcjcuci3_not intcrprctolbyLa third par ty other thgnthc_$pcdfic affiliates : 

a cue handling mechanism for embedding the pnyate cue into one of the plurality of 
media streams with the media content to provide precise time synchronisation for the 
processing of the one of the plurality of media streams by the SPA; and 

a nebvork interface for transmitting the embedded tarivate cue and the media content 
in the one of the plurality of media streams to the SPA of the specific afR 1 iates, 

2. (Currently Amended) The server of claim 1 wherein the private cue includes one of 
program timing, program structure, program identity, start time of a media program, and stop 
time of a medi a program . 

3. (Original) The server of claim 1 wherein the stream processing application (SPA) is a 
program recording application. 
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4- (Original} The server of claim 1 whcrcm the stream procesiring application (SPA) is a 
program insertion application, 

5- (Original) The server of claim 1 wherein the stream processing application (SPA) is a 
program modification application* 

6. (Original) TTie server of claim 1 wherein the stream processing application (SPA) is 
a program adaptation application. 

7. (Previously Presented) The server of claim 1 wherein the stream processing 
application (SPA) is a program switching application. 

8. (Currentiy Amended) The server of claim 1 wherein the private cue includes time 
sensitive program information- 

9* (Currentiy Amended) Tlic server of claim 1 wherein the orivale cue includes a cue 
type that is one of an event notification cue, an event pending cue, an event termination cue, 
and an event continuing cue, and a user-defined custom cue. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The server of claim 1 wherein the predefined structure of the 
Ejivatc cue includes at least one of tiic following fields: 

an event type field for specifying an event typc^ 

a cue type field for specifying a cue type; 
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a version field for spedJying a cut? cjommtmd protocol version; 
a number field for specifying a number that in combination with the event type 
specified by the event type filed nnicjucly describes an event; 

a duration field for specifying the time remaining before completion of a specified 

event; 

a. date field for speci jying date information; 
a time field for speci:fy]ng time information; 

a label byte count field for specifying the byte count in bytes of a subsequent variable- 
length text field; and 

a variable-length label field for storing text suitable for display. 

1 1 • (Original) The server of claim 1 0 wherein the event type field is one of an 
advertisement event type, a video-fiume event type, on interstice event type; an audio-track 
event type, an audio-segment event type, an video-segment event type cue, program-title 
event type, program-description event type» program-label event type, content-type event 
type, program-advisory, and riscr-dcfincd event type. 

12. (Original) The server of claim 10 wherein the date field includes data 
information encoded wilha Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineer's (SMPTE) 
date encoding and wherein the time field includes time information encoded with a Society of 
Motion Picture and Television Engineer's (SMPTE) time encoding. 
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1 3» (Currently Amended) A method for dclivcrijig information associated with a media 
program in a media stream to a stream processing application (SPA) comprising: 

identifying an event in the media program of the media stream; 

determining if the event is a stractunil point as defined by configuration information; 

generating a private cue packet to represent the slnictund point in response to 
determining that the event is a structural poin t wherein the private cue packet is configured 
tojjcjuscd by Ihc 3tramj?ro_ccssing_application.(SPA)_Q^^^^^ 
infQrmation_concerning:the event.and: 

embedding said private cue packet in said media stream with the media program to 
provide precise lime synchronization for processing of the media stream by the SPA; and 

transmitting said private cue packet and the media program in the media stream to the 
SPA of tlic specific affih'ates. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 3 wherein the step of generating a 
private cue packet to represent the structural point includes one of 

generating the private cue packet automatically; and 

generating the private cue packet manually with a user-operated trigger. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 3 further comprising: 
rccdving a packet; 

determining whether the packet is a private cue packet: 

when the packet is a private cue packet, then determining if the private cue packet 
triggers an action based on predetermined configuration parameters;. 
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when the private cue packet triggers an action, using infocmation from the private cue 
packet to perform a function; 

otherwise, discarding tlie tirivate cue packet 

16- (Currently Amended) A content distribution network comprising: 

a media server for broadcasdng a media program in at least one media stream to a 
stream processing application (SPA) of spccificafKliatc^ the media program having at least 
one structural point; and 

a scrvcr-sidc cue handling mechanism for delivering program timing, structure, and 
identity information related to the media program in flie at least one media stream in the form 
of a private cue, wherein the private cue is embedded in the at least one media stream with 
the media program to provide precise time synchronisation for processing of the at least one 
media stream by the SPA o f the spe;cific_af!Hliates, and wherein the private cue is configured 
to be used bv a stream processing apph'cation fSPA) of onlv the specific afRliates such that 
the private cue is not interpreted by a third party other than the , specific afiSliatcs. 

17. (Currently Amended) The network of claim 16 further comprising: 

a client-side cue handling mechanism for receiving packets determining that a 
particular packet Is a private cue packet, and decoding program timing, sbucturc, and identity 
information from the private cue packet 
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^ 1 8, (Origitial) The network of clmm 1 7 further comprirfng: 

an application coupled to the client-side cue handling mechanism for using the 
progmm timing, structure, and identity information of the media stream to perform on 
application function. 

19. (Currently Amended) Thenetwork of claim 17 fiirther comprising: 

an intcrmediaiy stream processing application for receiving the media stream that 
includes the private cue packet, processing the media stream, and rc-transmitting the media 
stream to one of other intermediary stream processing application and a client-side cue 
handling mechanism. 

20. (Currently Amended) The network of claim 1 9 wherein processing the media stream 
includes processing at least one private cue packet 

2L (Currently Amended) The network of claim 1 9 wherein re-transmitting the media 
stream to one or other intcrmediaiy stream processing application and receivers includes 
adding at least one nrivate cue packet to the media stream* 

22. (Currently Amended) The network of claim 1 9 wherein rc-transmitting the media 
stream to one of other intennediary stream processing application and receivers includes 
removing at least one nrivate cue nackct from the media stream- 
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23. (Previously Presented) The server of claim 1 i\irlher comprising: 
a stream generator for generating said media streams. 

24* (Currently Amended) The server of claim I wherein said cue generator is further 
operable to insert said generated private cue into a concsponding media stream to which said 
generated pri vate cue relates. 

25. (Currcndy Amended) The server of claim 1 wherein said private cue is generated as a 
Real-Time Transport Protocol (RTP) payloud. 

26* (Currently Amended) The network of claim 17 further comprising: 

a server-side stream generator for generating satd at letist one media stream, wherein 
said cue handling mechanism inserts said private cue packet in the at least one media stream* 

27. (Currently Amended) The network of claim 26 furtlier comprising: 

a server-side network interface for commuoicating said at least one media stream 
having said private cue packet inserted therein across a communication network to at least 
one client 

28- (Currently Amended) The network of claim 27 wherein said network interface 
broadcasts said at least one racsdia stream having said private cue packet inserted therein to a 
plurality of cl i en ts. 
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29- (Currently Ajncndcd) A method comprismg: 

generating a media stream containing a media program at a stream generator of a 
media server, 

identifying an event in the media stream; 

determining if the event is a structural point as defined by configuration information; 

generating, at a cue handling mechanism of the media server, a tarlyate cue packet to 
represent the structxtml point in response to determining that the event is a structural point, 
wherein the private cue packet ts configured to be used bvj_3ti?sflm_proccssin&.at?n1icfltion 
fSPA) of ogly_spcdCc_clicnt reed vers to' rccdyeinformation.concerningjthestructuml. point : 

embedding said private cue packet in said media stream with the media program; and 

cntnmnn; caring Said media Stream and said private cue packet £rom said media server 
to at least one intcrmcdiaiy network nodc^ 

said at letist one intermediary network node modifying, based at least in part on said 
Qnyatc cue packet^ said media stream to generate a modified media stream; and 

said at least one intermediary network node communicating said modified media 
stream to at least one of the specific client receivers* 

30* (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29 further comprising: 

said at least one client receiver processing said modified media stream to generate 
output to an end user. 

31* (Canceled) 
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32. CPrcviously Prescatcd) The method of clatTD 29 wherein said Tnodifying comprises: 
adding at least one cue packet to the media stream* 

33. (Ct4rrently Amended) The metihcMl of claim 29 wherein said modifying comprises: 
removing said private cue packet from the media stream. 

34. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29 wherein said modifymg comprises: 
inserting a second media stream into said media stream^ 

35. ([Previously Presented) The method of claim 34 wherein said second media stream 
comprises at least one advertisement 

36* (Currently Amended) The method of claim 29 wherein said media stream and said 
private cue packet arc conmmnicated firom said media server to a plurality of different 
intermediary network nodes, wherein each of said difFerent intermediary network nodes 
comprises respective target client receivers to whom it communicates modiiied media stream 
generated thereby* 

37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 36 comprising: 

generating, by a first of said intermediaiy network nodes, a first modified media 
stream; and 

generating, by a second of said intermediary network nodes, a different modified 
media stream. 
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